
 

discussion Notes 
April 9, 2017 

Pray and ask God to teach you, help you trust Him more deeply, & strengthen you to live what you learn. 

Getting Started 

1. Ever faced a hard time and had someone do something meaningful to encourage you? Who?  

DIGGING IN 

2. Read Mark 9:2-13. Make 7-10 quick observations about these verses. Where are they? Who is 
present? What happens? What is the mood? What emotions are on display? What is surprising?

3. What is the significance of the two men who are with Jesus in Mark 9:4? What is the importance of 
these men in the history of God’s work amongst his people? What does their presence at this meeting 
signify? What does this tell us about the importance of Jesus?

4. In Mark, 9:9-10, Jesus tells Peter, James, and John not to speak of this event until something else 
occurs. What were they to wait for? Why do you think this is? How are these verses connected with 
Jesus’ new emphasis in Mark 8:31?

5. In Mark 9:11-13, the disciples ask about a prophecy related to Elijah? Why do you think Jesus points 
to John the Baptist in connect with this question?

6. What other time in our study of Mark did God the Father speak aloud about Jesus? What was 
significant about the timing of that event—what was Jesus about to begin?  
 
When you consider the rest of the gospel of Mark (chapters 9-16) and what lies ahead for Jesus and 
for his disciples, what is important about the timing of this event?

LIVING IT OUT 

7. Which is easier for you: to picture Jesus in his humanity teaching and serving others or to picture 
Jesus in all his glory radiating light and power (as in Hebrews 1:3, Colossians 1:15-18, Revelation 
21:22-24)? Why do you think that is? Why do we need to know that both are true of Jesus?

8. Can you remember a time(s) when you experienced real, powerful moments of fellowship with God 
and worship of God? If so, describe that event and the impact that experience had on you? If not, is 
this something you desire?

9. How does personal trust in Jesus as your Rescuer and real connection in your relationship with God 
strengthen and build you up for the difficulties and doubts in your life?

10. This passage includes a powerful affirmation where God the Father says, “This is my Son—whom I 
love.” The gospel says that Jesus made a way for us to be adopted as sons and daughters the Father. 
This means that, through Jesus, we have the same affirming, loving Father who Jesus has. What 
would it mean to you to hear the voice of your Heavenly Father say over you, “This one is my child—
whom I love”?

11. Will you rest in the love of your Heavenly Father this week? Will you breathe deep in worship this 
week? Will you seek to be strengthened through personal relationship with God this week?
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